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Licensing


This module examines the main aspects of Tarantella licensing.
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Functionality provided by third-party


arantella is a licensed product.  License numbers are purchased through the usual Tarantella channels and then installed using the Tarantella license command.  Several licenses can be added to a single Tarantella installation; as licenses are added to Tarantella, the effect is cumulative.


Base product licensing


License types


The three types of license for the Tarantella base product are None, Unlimited-user, and Limited-user.


None
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When the Tarantella base product has been installed, the default license type is None.  This type of license is designed to be used for evaluation purposes and is time-limited.


Unlimited-user


An Unlimited-user license fully licenses the Tarantella base product for an unlimited number of users.


Limited-user


A Limited-user license fully licenses the Tarantella base product for a limited number of users.
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The default licensing behavior


The Tarantella base product enters evaluation mode just after it has been installed.  In this mode, the Tarantella base product will operate as if it is fully-licensed for an infinite number of users without the user having to purchase or even install any licenses.  This evaluation mode will expire after 60 days.


How the evaluation mode works
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When the Tarantella server starts for the first time, typically following its installation, it starts the evaluation period.  The start date of the evaluation period cannot be reset.   It is important to understand that once the evaluation period has been started, evaluation has to be completed within the following 60 calendar days.  Evaluation days are counted even when the server is not running or is not being used.


Tarantella only tests if the evaluation period has expired on server start-up.  If the evaluation period has expired, the Tarantella server cannot be restarted.  The number of days remaining in the evaluation period is displayed in the Tarantella Webtop each time a user logs in.


Licensed mode
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Once a license number is installed, the Tarantella installation changes from evaluation mode to fully-licensed mode, where there are no time restrictions, but there maybe concurrent user restrictions.  The change from evaluation mode to licensed mode is a once-only and unidirectional change.  If one or more licenses are installed, and then for some reason they are all subsequently removed, Tarantella does not revert back to the evaluation mode.  In this scenario, Tarantella stays in licensed mode, but since no licenses are installed, it is licensed for zero users.  Every login should be recorded as a license infringement until at least one license is reinstalled.


A license is valid for a particular number of concurrent users.  Currently the maximum number of users accommodated by a single license is 1,024.  To license the Tarantella base product for more users, it is necessary to install several licenses or an Unlimited-user license.


It should be noted that license infringements are logged, but they do not deny service.


The previous licensing model


Older versions of Tarantella may use a different licensing arrangement to the one described previously, for example, Tarantella 1.3 used the following licensing model:


None: this type of license fully licensed the Tarantella base product for root and one other user.


Zero user: this type of license was designed to allow the Tarantella base product to be evaluated by an unlimited number of users.


Limited-user: this type of license fully licensed the Tarantella base product for a limited number of users.


Tarantella Security Pack licensing


The licensing model used by the Tarantella Security Pack is essentially the same as that of the base product.


License types
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The three types of license for the Tarantella Security Pack are None, Zero-user, and Limited-user.


None


When the Tarantella Security Pack has been installed, the default license type is None.  This type of license is designed to be used for evaluation purposes and, unlike the Tarantella base product, it does not time out; however, the evaluation period should still be observed.


Zero-user


A Zero-user license fully licenses the Tarantella Security Pack for an unlimited number of users.


Limited-user


A Limited-user license fully licenses the Tarantella Security Pack product for a limited number of users.


License infringements


With the Tarantella Security Pack, license infringements are logged.
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Cleo 3270 Connectivity Pack licensing


The licensing model used by the Cleo 3270 Connectivity Pack is identical to that used by the Tarantella Security Pack.  However, licenses are not installed and there is no software monitoring or logging of license infringements. 


Managing licenses with Tarantella
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In Tarantella, licenses are managed using the “tarantella license” command.  This command is usually run as the user “root”.


Option�
Description�
�
--add <licnum>...�
Adds license numbers to this server/array.�
�
--remove <licnum>...�
Removes license numbers from this server/array.�
�
--list�
Lists currently installed licenses.�
�
--mode�
Summarizes current licensing state.�
�
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Exercise one: managing licenses with Tarantella


If you have installed Tarantella, if your lecturer has a license number, and if the course includes workshop sections for Licensing, add a license to Tarantella.  Additionally, try listing the installed licenses, summarizing the licensing state, and removing a license.
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