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MODULE 3

Before You Begin...

Have you completed Module 1? If not, do so
before you try this or any other module of
the Guided Tour.

If you have completed Module 1, you're
ready to continue with this module.

Log on to the TOUR account by typing

:HELLO GUIDED.TOUR

Now turn the page and continue your tour.

Note: If the computer does not respond as
the guidebook says it should, and as a result
you cannot continue with the Tour, contact
your HP 3000 System Manager.
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MODULE 3

Understanding Files

When using a computer, it often seems that
everywhere you turn you find yourself
dealing with files —system files, disc files,
tape files, program files, data files, tempo-
rary files, device files —well, you get the
idea. There is a plethora of files associated
with the HP 3000.

In this module of the Guided Tour you will
familiarize yourself with the basic concepts
of what files are and how you use them.
We'll start with a discussion of files and how
to create and access them, then learn about
the HP 3000’s unique accounting and
security structure (in Module 4).

The Forest and the Tree

As depicted in Figure 3-1, a computer file is
not unlike an ordinary file folder in your
desk. Both kinds of files have a name and a
physical location, and both are used to hold
information about a given subject.

In Figure 3-1 the file folder is labeled EM-
PLOYEES and is located in a desk drawer.
The computer file is labeled EMPFILE and is
located on a storage device known as a disc.

The file folder contains sheets of paper on
which is written information about indi-
vidual employees. The computer file contains
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Figure 3-1. A File is a File
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Each of the files listed belongs to the Guided
Tour and as a user of the tour —to you.

Notice that the list provided is in alphabetic
order. This makes it easy for you to find a
specific file. For example, BEGIN is the
name of the program you executed in Mod-
ule 1. UDCFILE is the file you created in
Module 2. Find these files in the list dis-
played on your terminal.

We will use the :LISTF command frequently
in the Tour to gain information about
specific files.

Building Files

Just as there are many different kinds of
files, so too there are a variety of ways to
create a file. The method we will discuss for
the present involves the use of the command
:BUILD.

Let’s use the :BUILD command to create a
permanent file called FILEA and then a tem-

porary file called FILET. The rule for file
names is that each is unique, must begin
with a letter, and not exceed eight characters
in length. Our file names, FILEA and FILET,
abide by the rule, so let’s go ahead and create
them by entering

:BUILD FILEA
:BUILD FILET;TEMP

Although no response appeared at the ter-
minal to confirm it, the computer acted upon
the commands and created these files, add-
ing them to the other files which already
existed as part of the Guided Tour. You can
check this out by entering the command

tLISTF

FILEA is listed all right. But as you may
have noticed, FILET is not. That’s because
FILET is a temporary file. FILET does exist,
but the :LISTF command lists only perma-
nent files.
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files, they last for the length of the session
and then disappear. They are handy in that
you do not build up a collection of unneces-
sary files when you use the temporary
capability.

On the other hand, if you decide you really
like a temporary file you have created and
wish to save it for use in another session,
you may. We could save FILET by entering

:SAVE FILET

But let’s not. We don’t really need this file.
The point is that there is a command called
:SAVE to use for such a purpose.

Purging a File

The time may come eventually when you
want to delete from the system a file that has
outlived its usefulness. It is easy to remove a
file. Once again you have a command to as-
sist you —the : PURGE command. Since we

will not be using either FILEA or FILEB,
let’s remove them. Enter

:PURGE FILEA
:PURGE FILEB/CHESTER

Earlier in the tour you assigned the lock-
word CHESTER to FILEB. To purge FILEB,
you must specify the same lockword.

Tell the computer to list the files now and
verify that these two are no longer required.
DO NOT PURGE any of the other files,
please. They are required for the successful
completion of the tour.

Yet Another File Command

The HP 3000 provides you with yet another
useful file-related command, the command
:FILE. This command is frequently used to
establish a relationship between files. This
concept is a bit tricky to grasp at first, but it
is a very helpful capability once you get the
hang of it.
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